[_eisure Matters Panel

HOSTED BY VIU WLCE

In celebration of World Leisure Day 2022, the World Leisure Centre of Excellence at Vancouver
Island University would like to invite you to join our panelists in discussing relevant leisure-
related themes:

Leisure Matters - Does it Really Matter?
Recognition - Is Leisure Really on the Political Agenda?
Community Cohesion and Leisure Careers - Do they align?

Thursday, April 14th, 2022 | 9:00 to 10:30 AM PDT
Registration: https://bit.ly/3Nr6EMR

Panelists:

Dr. Aggie Weighill - VIU Recreation & Tourism professor. Dr. Weighill completed her education with some
of Canada’s top leisure scholars at Vancouver Island University, Acadia University, the University of
Waterloo, and the University of Alberta. Over the past 17 years at VIU, she has partnered with recreation
and tourism organizations in British Columbia, the Yukon, Ghana, and Tanzania as a way to ground her
classroom in practice while also assisting communities harness the potential of recreation and tourism to
| address social, economic, and environmental sustainability.

Richard Harding - General Manager of Parks, Recreation and Culture for the City of Nanaimo. Richard obtained
his Masters in Urban and Regional Planning from the University of Oregon in 1991, continuing on with the
university as a Graduate Teaching Fellow. Returning to Vancouver Island, Richard joined the City of Nanaimo in
1992. Richard’s current focus is on progressive partnership projects working with local agencies including the
School District, the Health Authority, and the Provincial Government. These partnership projects aim to
integrate community services with recreation services and advance projects with funding from multiple
sources. Richard’s vision for environmentally responsible practices has allowed for the procurement of
parkland that preserves habitat and sensitive areas. Richard continues to bring passion to his career in
Nanaimo through his creative vision and planning for the future.

Ken Hammer - As an Academic Practitioner and Leisureologist Ken has a broad range of academic and
practical interests. He has taught, studied, and practiced in the areas of leisure, entrepreneurship, leadership,
community engagement and international partnerships. He continues to work with a variety of community
organizations (Nanaimo Child Development Centre, Nanaimo Art Gallery, Nanaimo Daybreak Rotary, Nanaimo
Association of Community Living, Multicultural and Immigrant Services Association of North Vancouver Island,
~ Leadership Vancouver Island, Nanaimo Community Hospice Society), in a variety of roles. These roles include
| facilitator of strategic planning sessions, Vice President on two boards, presenter, facilitator of professional
! development activities and Assistant Governor. One of his favorite community engagement activities is the
“reading circle.”

Moderator: Joanne A. Schroeder
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